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however, associated with the worship of the aborig-
inal gods were cruel and erotic, and even after being
identified with a person of the Hindu trinity each
of these was still adored in the same degraded
manner, under another name. Thus the worship
of those pure, heaven-born entities, the Aryan gods,
came to take strange, licentious forms assimilated
to the cult of the dark gods. By gradual degrees
orthodox Hinduism took over these obscene rites,
and presently the religious artist, drawing on them
for his inspiration, took to covering the walls of
temples with decorative patterns of an incredible
eroticism.
It certainly seemed likely that this rabble of out-
landish gods, even were all regarded merely as
aspects of one impersonal God, would disorganize
beyond redress the religion which had taken them
to its heart. Strange to say, nothing of the sort
ensued.
Hindu teachers had long been conscious of the
difficulty that man, a finite being, experiences in
apprehending the infinity of godhead. God in his
heaven is out of human focus. By humanizing one
of his aspects, they scaled down the divine to the
stature of humanity and men could think of God
in homely terms, perceive him in familiar forms.
The concept of a God made in their own image
served them as " a stepping-stone to higher things."
As a child, eager to draw nearer to his father, asks
him, according to his whim, to play at being a
horse or a locomotive, to make-believe he is his
school-friend or his son, so the Hindu seeks to draw
nearer to his God by picturing him according to his
temperament, his sex and age, as a child or an old
man, tender or stern, of male or female sex. Com-
munion with God is so much the easier, the more